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35 U.S.C. $ 102(b) Claim Rejections 



The Examiner has rejected claims 1 to 24 under 
Heubel et al. (Heubel), US. Patent No. 6,751,468. 



35 



Regarding claims 1, 12 and 21 to 24, the Examiner writes that "Heubel discloses. ..." and has 
inserted the language of claim 1. 



Claim 1, recites: 



*A method of messaging during ai active half-duplex session 



between a plurality of user devices capab 
functionality, the method comprising: 



U.S,C § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
, Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 



a first user device of said plurality 
receiving in half-duplex (RHD) mode for 
session, transmitting a transmit channel r 



e of walkie-talkie-like 



of user devices while in a 
an active half-duplex 
e'que.st message (TCRTVQ to 



a network ; 

the network forwarding the TCRM to a second nser device of 
said plurality of user devices while the second user device is in a 
transmitting in half-duplex (THD) mode fjbr the active half-duplex 
session; and 



the second user device receiving the TCRM. " [emphasis added] 



In .support of this position, the Examiner has pointed to column 6, lines 19 to 52 of Heubel. 
Applicant submits that Heubel does not disclose fa first user device. ... transmitting a transmit 
channel request message (TCRM) to a network" and "the network forwarding the TCRM to a 
second user device . . .while the second user devi cfe is in a transmitting half-duplex mode". The 
Examiner has equated unit A disclosed in Heubeljto the second user device of claim I and unit B 
disclosed in Heubel to the first user device of claim 1. The first lines of the section cited by the 
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Examiner (column 6, lines 19 to 20), provide that once "the user A finishes speaking and 
releases the PTT button on the wireless unit A, thb user B may wish to speak." Thus, the unit A 



is voluntarily terminating the transmitting mode. 



sent lo unit A while the unit A is in the transmitting mode as recited by claim 1 . 



The section cited by the Examiner goes on to pro 



There is no message initiated by unit B and 



bide that the 'Nvireless unit A sends a release 



transition order to the BMI indicating a state chaitge from transmitting to receiving". Again, this 
process is entirely initiated by unit A and no message is sent from unit B to unit A (See, column 
6, lines 25 to 27). 

Once this occurs, the "BMI-B then initiates a hand off of the wireless unit B to a new channel 

where wireless unit B is the primary TX frequency user [T]he wireless unit B transitions to 

the primary transmitting wireless unit. Once the 
unit B notifies the user.... The receiving wireless 
(See Column 6, lines 33 to 40). Throughout this 
not teach user B "transmitting a transmit channel 

u lhe network forwarding ihe TCRM" to the unit A. Since these elements of claim 1 are not 
taught, Applicant's submit that claim 1 is novel oyer Heubel 



vireless unitB identifies the transition, wireless 
|unit B is now the transmitting wireless unit B " 
transition from unit A to unit B, Heubel does 
tequest message (TCRM) to a network** and 



Similarly, claim 12 recites: 

"A user device capable of walkie-ijalkie-like functionality 
adapted to participate in an active half-du blcx session, the user device 
comprising: 



means for receiving an external in 
device to transmit an outgoing TCRM 



message; 

means for transmitting the outgoing TCRM to a wireless 
network responsive to the request; 



but requesting the user 



means for receiving an incoming 



wireless network while the user device is 



mode : 
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means for generating a user-detectable notification in response 
to receiving the incoming TCRM mcssagl." [emphasis added] 

ji 

As noted above with respect to claim 1 , Heubel does not recite a user device having "means for 
receiving an incoming TCRM message from the j?vireles$ network while the user device is in 
transmit half duplex mode" as recited in claim 121 No such functionality is taught for unit A or 
unit B. Applicant submits that claim 12 is therefLc novel for the same reasons as submitted 
concerning claim 1. 

Claim 21 recites: 

"A network adapted to facilitate an active half-duplex session 
involving an RHD device capable of wanl|ie-talkie-like functionality 
and a THD device capable of walkie-talkijfe-likc functionality, the 
network comprising: 

a message processing element adabted to forward a TCRM 
from the RHD device to the THD device bv : 



i) receiving the TCRM over an inpiut channel from the RHD 



device; 

ii) processing the TCRM to identi 
identity of the THD device; and 



y from the TCRM the 



iii) transmitting the TCRM over an output channel to the THD 
device." [emphasis added] 

Similar to the comments concerning claim 1, Heuibel does not teach "a message processing 
element adapted to forward a TCRM from the RHD device to the THD device" since no such 
message is disclosed as being forwarded from thej unit B to the unit A in Heubel. Applicant 
submits that claim 21 is therefore novel for the same reasons as submitted concerning claim 1. 



A 
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Claim 24 recites: 



"A memory for storing data for aGjccss by a THD device of a 
network* comprising: 



a data structure stored in said mei 



!n[ory, 



said data structure 



being a TCRM and comprising an identification of an RHD device.'* 

Again, no where in Hcubcl is there taught a TCR jvf identifying unit B and for access by unit A. 
Applicant submits that claim 24 is therefore novel for the same reasons as submitted concerning 
claim 1, 

Claims 22 and 23 depend ultimately from claim Ij2 and are novel for at least the same reasons as 
claim 12. 



Regarding claims 2 and 13, claims 2 and 13 depend 
novel for at least the same reasons as claims 1 an. 



Regarding claims 3 and 12, claim 3 depends fron 



from claims 1 and 12 respectively and are 
12. 



claim 1 and is novel for at least the same 



reasons as claim 1. Regarding claim 12, Applicant points to the argument presented above. The 
Examiner has further stated that "user B presses fine PTT button to communicate that the user 
wishes to speak". Heubel provides at column 6, lines 39 to 50 "Wireless unit B is now the 

transmitting wireless unit B When the user B presses the PPT button on the wireless unit B, a 

V IT resume message is sent from the wireless unjit B to BMI-B. This message signals the base 
Station that the user has physically entered the PTjjT talking mode." Thus, this is a message from 
unit B to the base station when unit B is In the transmitting wireless unit It does not provide 
user B with a "means for receiving an incoming TfCRM message from the wireless network", as 



recited in claim 12. Accordingly, for at least this 
Heubel. 



additional reason, claim 12 is novel over 



Regarding claim 4, claim 4 ultimately depends from claim 1 and is novel for at least the same 
reasons as claim L 

Regarding claims 5, 15, 16, and 19, claim 5 ultimately depends from claim 1 and claims 15, 16 
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and 19 ultimately depend from claim 12, Accordingly, claims 5, 15, 16 and 19 are novel for at 
least the same reasons as claims 1 and 12. 



to column 5, lines 2 to 6 as disclosing "an • 
at least when the TCRM is forwarded to the 



Regarding claims 21 and 24, the Examiner points i 
identification of the first user device in the TC 

second user device." The sentence relied on, which begins on page 4, Jine 67 and extends to 
page 5, line 4, provides that in "event 54, after the wireless unit B has been located, the 
transmitting MSC of BM1-A delivers the call to receiving MSG of the receiving BMI, BM1-B. A 
PIT call type identifier is included in the message sent from the transmitting MSC to the 
receiving MSC". Thus, this passage, deals with p message sent from the base station associated 
with unit A to the base station associated with unit B. This is not a message which is sent from 
unit B through the network to unit A as is the case with the TCRM. This message described in 
Heubet is not a TCRM and it is not routed and acjbessed in the same way as the TCRM in claims 
2 1 and 24. Thus, claims 21 and 24 are novel oveij Hcubel for at least these additional reasons. 



Regarding claims 6 and 12, claim 6 depends frorrj claim 1 and is novel for at least the same 
reason as claim 1. With respect to claim 12, the jjjxanuuer points to column 6, lines 43 to 47. 
This is part of the passage of Hcubel discussed previously with regards to claim 1, 12 and 21 to 



24 and does not overcome the deficiencies of this 
for at least the reasons described above, claim 21 



passage previously described. Accordingly, 
is novel over Heubel. 



Regarding claims 7 to 1 1 , 14, 15, and 17 to 20. These 
claim 1 2 and are novel for at least the same 



reasons 



claims depend ultimately from elaim I or 
as claims I and 12. 
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Tn view of the foregoing, early favorable consideration of this application is earnestly solicited. 
Tn the event that the Examiner has concerns regarding the present response, the Examiner is 
encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KRI [JHINA RAO ET AL. 



Date: May 4, 2007 
CNG;jcb:mcg 



By 




Chrisfihe Genge 
SMART & BIG GAR 
Reg. No. 45,405 
Tel.: 613-232-2486 (ext. 271) 
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